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TOY EN ATIOL¥® NTATPOD HMQN IQANNOY TOY AAs 
MASKHNOYT, Movays, 4 MpeoCuztps Ieeporrvuar, m2 eve sonontres 
wivia. Sandi Patris noftri JOANNIS DAMASCENI , Mona, 
chi & Presbyteri Hierofolymitani, Opera omnia qux exftant, & 
ejus nomine circumferuntur. Ex variis Editionibus, & Codicibus 
manu exaratis, Gallicanis, Italicis, & Anglicis, collecta, recenfi- 
ta, Latiné verfa, atque annotationibus illuftrata, cum praviis Dif- 
fertationibus, & copiofis Indicibus. Opera & ftudio P. MI- 
CHAELIS LEQUIEN, Morino-Bolonienfis , Ordinis F, F. Pra- 
dicatorum. Parifiis, apud Joannem-Baptiftam Delefpine, via Ja- 
cobza, ad Infigne Divi Pauli, prope Fontem S. Severini. 1712. 


That is, THE WORKS of St. JOHN DAMASCEN , a Monk and 
Prieft of Jerufalem, collected, revifed, tranflated into Latin , and 
illuftrated with Notes : To which are added fome Preliminary Differ- 
tations , and large Indexes. By Father MICHAEL _LEQUIEN, 
of the Order of St. Dominick. Paris. 1712. Two Volumes in Fo- 
lio. Vol. I. Pagg, 710. befides the Prolegomena. Vol. II. 
Page. 926. 





. | ‘HE following Extract is taken from the ‘Sournal des Scavans print- 
ed at Paris, 
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“ 1 muft obferve that I publifh’d in the Ift Volume of thefe Memoirs, 


“ ag. 46. a {mall Piece relating to thisEdition , which was then in the 


* Prefs ”. 


HIS is a compleat Edicion of St. fob» Damafcen: The Publick 
wifh’d for it a long time : Several Perfons went about it with lit- 
tle Succefs ; and it is.at laft brought to its Perfection -by Father Lequien, 
whofe Capacity, already known by fome other Performances, made eve- 
ry body fenfible that this Work would anfwer their Expeétation. . Many 
Qualifications were requifite to fucceed in fuch a Defign; a great Skill in 
the Greek and Latin Languages ; an exaé&t Knowledge of Ecclefiaftical Hi- 
ftory ; an indefatigable Application in collating the Printed and Manu- 
{cript Copies ; a great Sagacity to make a right Choice among fo many 
Variations. All thofe Qualities are to be found in the Learned Editor ; 
and yet, if we may believe his Epiftle Dedicatory, we fhould be deprived 
ftill of the Fruits of his Labour, had it not been for the Help and Protedai- 
oh of the Abbot Bignon, whereby Father Leguien was enabled to overcome 
the Difficulties, which appeared to him infurmountable. with Refpe& to 
the printing of this Work. A Bookfeller undertook willingly the Impref- 
fion of it ; and has been fo fuccefsful, that it may be faid he fhares in 
fome Meafure with the Editor, the Glory that may arife from a Proje& 
fo well executed: 


In orderto fhew, that this Edition is much above all'thofe , that have 
been publifh’d hitherto, we need only give an Account of what we find 
about it in the Editor’s Preface. What he fays, runs upon Two Heads. 
1. Upon the different Tranflations and Editions of St. fohw Damafcen : 
2. Upon thofe Things, wherein this new Edition differs from all - others. 


I. The firft Piece of St. fob» Damafcen, that was tranflated into Latin, 
is his Treatife de Fide Orthodoxa, which may be accounted the beft. A 
Man, call'd Burgandio, born at Pifa, and Officer of the Emperor Barba- 
vofja, undertook that Tranflation, under the Pontificate of Eugenius III. 
And we are told, it difcovers the Barbaroufnefs and Ignorance that pre- 
vailed at chattime. From whence. Father Lequien is apt to believe , that 


the Tranflation of fome other Pieces of St. Fobx Damafcen , which he 
found in a Manufcript of the King’s Library, and which was publifh’d 
by Henry Gravius in his Collections, might have been made by the fame 
Burgundio, Wowever it be, Peter Lombard, Thomas Aquinas, and the other 
schoolmen of the XIIIth and-X1Vth Centuries, knew not the Writings 
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of that Father of the Church, but by that imperfect Tranflation.. There 
was no other Verfion, of St. fob» Damajcen, till the beginning of the 
XVIth Century , when Faber Stapulenfis tranflated into Latin the fame 
Book, concerning'the Orthodox Faith, and had it printed by Heary Stephens, in 
1s07. in 4fo. It was Reprinted in rg12. and then in 1s1g9. with the 
Notes of fodocus Clichtovens. 

At laft ic came out in Greek the firft time in 1531. and was publifh’d by 
Donatus of Verona, who added to it the Sermon concerning thofe who died in 
the Faith, and dedicated both to Pope Clement VII. New Editions were 
printed in feveral Places, two at Bajil, and one at Cologne ; and by degrees 
feveral new Pieces of that Father, never before publifh’d, were added to 
them. The Ce/ogwe Edition, being the largeft, was reprinted at Ba/il in 
1748. and then in 1599. by Matthew: Hopper, who inferted the Greek with 
the Latin, only in the two Books above-mentioned. But in 1975. the 
fame Hopper put out a third Edition very much enlarged, in which the 
ereateft part of the Tracts were attended with theGreek' Text. Much about 
the fame time, Biliws being lictle fatisfied with the Latin Verfion, which 
was unintelligible in many Places, by Reafon of its barbarous Style, un- 
dertook to revife it, and to compare the Text with fome Manufcripts. 
That new Tranflation of Billius was printed at Paris in 1577, and then in 
1603, and 1619. with fome new Pieces added to it by Father Fronton le 
Duc (Fronto Duceus. ) 

But becaufe the Original Text was wanting in all thofe Editions, the 
Clergy of France, in the Affembly of rhe Year 1635 and 1636. charged 
“fobn Aubert, Doétor of the Sorbonne, to put out a Greek and Latin Edition 
of the Works of St. febm Damafcen, as he had lately publifh’d the Works 
ot St. Cyrilot Alexandria, Aubert, being taken up wich that new Edition, 
and alfo with that of St. Epbrem, which he was preparing, to publifh ic 
firft, finifned neither of them. Which moved fome Prelates to appoint 
imhis Room Facher Comefis a Dominican, who was earneftly follicited 
by feveral Learned Men, efpecially by the famous Allatias, to apply him- 
{elf wholly to that Work. Father Combefs wanted neither a good Will, 
northe neceflary Qualifications for it; butbecaufe he could not get from 
Aubert fome Tra&s, which Allatins had fent him from Rome, and which 
the new Editor wanted, he gave over that Undertaking, and applied 
hsmfelf to fome other Study. Inthe mean time Father Labbe publifl’d 
in 1652, A Projedt of anew Edition of St. John Damafcen, wherein he de- 
figned to divide the Works of that Father into Four Tomes; but becaufe 
he did not take a fufficienr View of them, his Divifion was nor fo juft as 
it fhould have'been. That Learned Jefuic-wenr no farther than the Pro- 
ject, as Father Combefis and Aubert did before him; The Execution was 
referved to Father Lequicn. 


B2 Li. We.. 
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{f. We proceed to give an Account of his Labour , which concerts the 
Greek, Text ; the Latin Tranflation ; the Order of the feveral Traés ; the 
Notes ; and the Prolegcmena. | 

1. Father Lequien has corrected the Text with all poffible Exadnefs, by 
collating it with rhe beft Manufcripts, lodged in the King’s Library, and 
in thofe of M. Colbert, Chancellor Seguier, and the Jefuirs, in the Library 
of the Vatican, inthat of St. Germain des Prex, and in the Libraries of Eng- 
land. The Author does not forget to make an honourable mention of all 
thofe, who helped him to the Ufe of thofe Manufcripts. ‘Thofe of the 
Abbot Renaudot and of the Abbot Longuerue enabled him to tranflate or re- 
vife fome Pieces of St. fobs Damafcen, that are only to be found in Ara- 
bick, the Greek Original being loft. Father Bernard de Montfaucon, and 
Father Anfelm Banduri, who have contributed to the perfecting of the 
Work, by affording fome Explications, or new Pieces never before Print- 
ed , have a Share in the Editor’s Thanks and Encomiums. 

2. As for what concerns the Latin Tranflation, it was made by Three 
feveral Hands. Billius compofed the greateft part of it: Father Combefis 
tranflated the Dialeétich, the Book of Herefies, that of the Orthodox Faith, 
part of the Dialogue again{? the Manichees, the Trac concerning the mending 


of Manners, the Treatife of the Two Wills of Fefus Chrift, and feveral Ho- 


milies. 

Father Lecuien has not only tranflated into Latin all the Traé&s never be- 
fore Publith’d, but alfo revis’d the Tranflations of others, and made con- 
fiderable Alterations in them. He obferves after Father Combefis, that tho’ 
Billius may be look’d upon as one of the beft Tranflators of the Greek Fa- 
thers, his Verfion of St. Fohn Damafcen is not free from Miftakes, and 
that being in fome meafure his Firft Effay , ic could not be expected that 
it fhould be perfeét. He blames him particularly for his frequent Peri- 
phrafes , whereby the Greek Words lofe their Force ; and for his Affecta- 
tion of departing from the Style commonly ufed by Divines, even in 
thofe Expeflions wherein it is not inconfiftent with the Purity of the Latin. 

3. As tor the Order of the feveral Traés written by Se. ‘Fobn Damafcen, 
or alcribed to him, the Editor has divided them into Three Claffes. 
The Firft contains all the Works, both Genuine and Suppofitirious, relating 
tothe Chriftian Doétrines: They make up the Firft Volume of this New 
Edition. He has placed under the Second Clafs the Tra&s, Collections, 
and Difcourfes of that Holy Doéor upon feveral Pious Subjeés, and 
fill’d the Second Volume with them. He defigns to publith a Third Vo- 
lume; wherein he will infert the other Suppofititious Pieces, fome A/ce- 
lick Ditcourfes , truly written by St. fobn Damafcen, which he has lately 
tound ina Manufcript belonging to the Library of Chancellor Seguier ; 


iome ‘Tracts of different Authors, never before printed, which deferve. 


to be made publick ; laftly, the Works of Leentius Byzantinus, many of 
which were never publifh’'d in Greek, and perhaps for want of room in 
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the Third Volume, will be printed by themfelves. From whence it ap- 
pears, that Father Lequiew has hitherto performed but one Half of his 
Work: The Learned muft needs wifh he may go through the whole. 

4. Allthe Notes, inferted at the Bottom of the Pages, have been made 
by the Editor, except fome few of Father Combefis, who began to write 
down his Remarks upon the Dialectick of St. Fohn Damafeen, and the Firft 
Chapters of his Book De Fide Orthodoxa, But becaufe the Defign of thofe 
Obfervations was rather to mend Biliws’s Tranflation, than to clear the 
Doérine, the Opinions, and Expreffions of the Fathers of the Greek 
Church, Father Lequien thought the Learned would not be very much 
pleafed with fuch Remarks; and therefore he made it his Bufinefs to ex- 
plain the Opinions of the Ancient Doétors of the Church, and to that 
end confulted not only Printed Books, but alfo Manufcripts, out of 
which he has fometimes inferted long Fragments, that may give fome 
Light to the Do&rine and Hiftory of the Eafern Church. Befides, he 
undertakes to find out, according to the Rules of a found Critick, the. 
true Authors of fome Pieces , which St. ‘fobn Damafcen quotes as being 
the Works of fome Fathers ; wherein he was miftaken for Want of a due: 
Examination, or impofed upon by thofe Hereticks who compofed them. 

5. The Prolegomena, prefixed to this Edition, are very large. We calk 
by that Name all the Pieces printed next to the Preface, and before the 
Dialeétick, or the firft Work of the holy Doctor. The Readers will find, 
in the firft Place, the chief Prefaces and Epiftles Dedicatory that are in 
the other Editions ; and then a long Differtation of Allatins, upon St. Fobn 
Damafcen and his Writings, extra€ted from a Manufcript Copy of the fame 
Allatins concerning the Apochryphal Bocks. Inthe next Place, the Author 
has inferted Seven Differtations, wherein he thought fit to clear feveral 
things that could not be thoroughly difcuffed in marginal Notes. Thofe 
Differtations are entitled , 1. Of the Proceffion of the Holy Ghott : 
2. Of fome Authorities, on which Eutyches and his followers grounded 
their Herefy: The Author treats at large what concerns the fuppofititions 
Books of Diony/ius the Areopagite. 3. Of the Letter, that goes by the 
_ Name of St. Chry/o/tome, written to the Monk Ce/farius, and of fome other 
Books mentioned the firft time in the Writings of St. fobn Damafcen : 
4. Of feveral Letters, commonly thoughr td. have been written to Petrus 
Fullo, and occafioned by the Addition to the Trifagion; and of the Pro- 
feflion of Faith to be dace among the Works of Fuftin Martyr : 5. Of 
praying for thofe, who died in the Chriftian Faith, and of Purgatory, 
according tothe Opinion of the Eaftern Church. 6. De Azyms, and of 
the laft Paffover of our Lord. 7. Of the Nazaraans, and their Belief, 
and of the Edsonites. We wifh we might enlarge upon thofe Learned Dif- 
fertations, and give a particular Account of them ; but the narrow 
Bounds, within which we are confined, do not allow of ir. The Life 
of St. Fohn Damafcen, written in Greek by Fohn Patriarch of Ferufalem, = 
attended: 
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attended with the Editor’s Notes; fome other Latin Difcourfes upon the 
fame Subjeé&t, and the Teftimonies of the Ancients concerning our Holy 
Doétor, make the Conclufion of thefe Prolegomena. 

Father Lequien having mentioned the different Editions of St. ‘fobn Da- 


majcen in his Preface, proceeds in the remaining Part of it to make fome 


Reflexions upon the Writings of that Saint ; and then fupplies fome O- 
miffions, and mends fome Miftakes in his Notes and Differtations. This 
laft Head can only pleafe thofe Readers, who are acquainted with the 
Queftions treated by the Learned Editor ; and therefore we fhall not dwell 
upon it, being contented to give a fhort Account of the firft. 

The firft Obfervation of Father Lequien concerns the Number of St. 
fobn Damaf{cen’s Works. It is impoffible to determine it ; for which two 
Reafons may be affigned: 1. Becaufe there is no Catalogue of them 
written by any Contemporary Writer ; the Tyranny of the Sarracens, who 
fpread themifelves all over the Eaft, having banifhed Learning from thofe 
Countries. 2, Becaufe many fuppofititious Pieces have been afcribed to 
him, which none can diftinguifh from thofe that are genuine, without be- 
ing perfectly acquainted with his Opinions, and way of writing. Be- 
fides, Father Lequien believes there are ftill! many Writings of thar Saint, 
which lie concealed in Libraries, and that many are loft. 

The Editor proceeds to examine the Style of his Author. That Style 
(fayshe ) is very clear and plain in the dogmarical Works ; but in the 
Sermons and Homilies, ic is more diffufe, full of long Periods, and gene- 
rally made up of Paffages and Expreflions of the Holy Scripture. The 
Poetry of St. febn Damafcen, that is, his Hymns and Canticles, equal 
him to the moft excellent Greek Writers in that kind. | 

In the next place, Father Lequien endeavours to excufe him for giving 
out feveral Fabulous Stories, like fo many Truths. He afcribes that Fault 
co Want of Criticifm in the Writers of that Time, and generally in mot 
Fathers; buc he juftifies him in fome Particulars relating to this Head , 
and takes notice of a Blunder of the great Cafandon, who, in his Obfer- 
vations upon Baronins, applies to St. fohn Damafcen Two Cenfures of that 
Annalilt, which concern only a Fabulous Piece of foaunes Malala. Our 
Joly Doctor is alfo blamed for being too fond of Logical Cavils. But 
that Method was the more neceffary, at that time, becaufe moft Here- 
ucks grounded their Doétrine upon the Sophifms and Subtilties of Dia- 
lectic, and could not be thoroughly confuted without being atrack’d with 
theirown Weapons. 

_ Bather Lequien concludes with a Catalogue of the Works contain’d in 
chefe Two Volumes. Thofe that have a Star prefixed to them, had never 
écen publifh'd, or had only appeared in Latin, 
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UPSAL. 


M Peringskiold is preparing a large Col- 
» le&ion of Bulls and Briefs written 
by the Popes to the Kings of Sweden: They 
are taken from the Royal Archives. 


LEIPSIC Kk. 


Deylingius ( See the laft Sheet of the 
iWi+ 1. Volume of thefe Memoirs) under 
takes to prove inthe XIIIth Obfervation, 
that the High Prieft went four times into the 
Holieft of all, upon the Feaft of the Expi- 
ation. And becaufe we read in the Epiftle 
to the Hebrews, Chap. IX. v.7- That the 
High Prieft went into it alone once every Year, 
the Author pretends that chofe Words are to 
be underftood of one Day in the Year, on 
which he went Four Times into that Holy 
Place. In the XVch Obfervation M. Deylin- 
gius maintains agatnft Sir John Marfham, that 
the Brazen Serpent was not erected by Mofes 
in Imitation of fome Preftiges pra&tifed in 
Egypt; and confutes the late M. Burman, and 
M., Vitringa, who will have that Serpent to 
be a Symbol of the Devil. Our Author is 
of Opinion, that all the Jewifh Medals, 
ftamped with the common Hebrew Letters, 
are Suppofititious. As for thole that have 
Samaritan Charatters upon them, he takes 
them to be Genuine. M. Deylingius makes it 
his Bufinefs to confure, through the whole 
Book, thofe Writers, whofe Opinions upon 
the Subjects he treats of, do not appear to 


him Orthodox, 


If this Book comes into England, J fhall give 
a further Account of it. 


M. Hanfchius defigns to publifh a Pofthu- 
mous Work of the Famous Kepler, entitled, 


Hipparchus, five Demonfirationes multe & 
pulcherrima de magnitudinibus © intervallu 
trium corporum Solis, Luna, ©” Telluris, ubi 
plus fere admirationis merctur ingenium huma- 


wum ad coguitionem Dei viam moliens, quam 
opcra ipfa Nature per fe bruta. 


Kepler look'd upon this Book as his Mafter- 
piece. M_ Hanfchius, who has bought of 
Hevelius’s Heirs allthe Manulcripts of Kepler, 
will no longer deprive the Publick of fuch 
a valuable Piece. Every thing relating to 
Eclipfes is treated at large in it. 


The following Treatife, publifh’d in 
1689. has been lately reprinted. 


D. Johannis Bohnii Profeff Lipf. de Renuncia- 
tione vulnerum, feu vulnerum lethalium examen, 
cui accefferunt Differtationes bina de partu ene- 
cato, O an quis vives mortuufve aqus fubmerfes, 
frangulatus aut vulneratus fuerit. Lipfia. - 
171i. In gto. 


M. Bobme examines this Queftion, among 
others: Whether a Man, that is found dead 
in the Water, was dead or alive, when he 
fell into it. Some pretend, 1. That the 
Fingers of the dead Man ought to be view'd ; 
and that if they are torn at the Ends, 'tisa 
Sign the Man ftruggled to get out of the 
Water, and confequently that he was alive, 
2. That if he foams in the Mouth and the 
Nofe, ‘tis alfo a Sign that he ‘was drowned, 
becaufe foaming is a natural Effe& of Suffo- 
cation. 3. That if the Breaft and the Sro- 
mach are full of Water, one may certainly 
infer from it that he was alive. 

Thofe Three Reafons do not appear con- 
vincing to M. Bohne. A Child thrown into 
the Water, and immediately ftifled by ir ; 
a Madman, ora melancholy, and drunken 
Man, who drown themfelves with a preme- 
ditated Defign , and confequently do not 
ftruggle to come out, have not their Fin- 
gers ends torn. 

As for what concerns Foaming in the 
Mouth, the Water which occafions the Foam 
by a Suffocation , may eafily carry ic off af- 
ter wards. 

The Author wonders any one fhould be- 
lieve that the {welling of drowned People 
pro: 
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proceeds from the Water that gets into their 
Body ; whereas it is only to be afcribed 
to the Air that is kept in the in- 
fide for want of Refpiration. Whereupon 
he obferves that having one day opened a 
Woman, who had been drowned, he found 
no Water , neither in her Belly nor in her 
Stomach : He adds that if any one drowns 
a Dog, and then opens its Body , no Water 
will be found in it. 


P’aA RIS. 


S OME new Sermons of Father Bourda- 
loue are lately come out. 

Sermons du Pere Bourdaloue, de la Compagnie 
de Fefus, pour les Pétes des Saints, @ pour des 
Vétures © Profeffions Religieufes. Paris. 1711. 
Two Volumes in 8». 

A Second Volume of Bifhop Flechier’s 
Letters is a€tually in the Prefs. They are 
alfo printing his Sermons and Synodal Orations. 
A Bookfeller of this City will fhortly pub- 
lifh a more compleat Colle&ion of feveral 
Pieces of that Illuftrious Prelate, with his 
Pocm againft Quietifm. 


UTREC HT. 


S OME Obfervations upon the New Te- 
ftament have been lately publith’d here. 


F oh. Frid. Hombergk Tzu Bach Juris in Acad. 
Marburg. Profefforis Parerga Sacra, feu Obfer. 
vationes quedam ad. Novum Teftamentum Dom;. 
ni noftri Fefu Chrifti. Trajci ad Rhenum. 1712. 


M. Hombergk, Profeffor in the Univerfity 
of Marpurg, has dedicated thofe Obfervations 
to M. Maftricht Syndic of Bremen, and to M. 
Reland Profefior in this Univerfity. Some 
of thofe Remarks difcover a good Tafte, 


LONDON. 


A Book, that will be very acceptable to 

the Englifh Readers, has bees newly 
publifh’d, The Works of the late M. Bot. 
leau Defpreaux are fo much efteem’d in Eng- 
land by fome of the beft Judges of Poetry 
and Criticifm, skill'd in the French Language, 
that nothing could be more proper than to 
print a Tranflation of them for the ufe of 
many ingenious Gentlemen , who cannot 
read the Original. M. Boileay was an Excel. 
Jent Poet, a found and judicious Critick ; 
his Charaters and Defcriptions are juft and 
lively, his Satyrs interfperfed with man 
ingenious Strokes, and no lefs Ufeful than 
Entertaing. The Works of that celebrated 
Author have been tranflated from the laft 
Paris Edition by feveral Hands , and adorn- 
ed with Cuts. Two Volumes in 8vo, 





H E Title and the Index of the Firft Volume of thefe 


Memotrs are come out. 


For the Time to come the Index will be publifh’d at the 


End of each Tear. 





LONDON: Printed by J. Roberts: And Sold by 4, Baldwin, 
(Price 2 d.) 


near the Oxford-Arms in Warwick-Lane. 




















